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French painter. After his father died in 1840 Ribot trained himself as an artist while working as a 
bookkeeper in Elbeuf, a small village near Rouen. In 1845 he married and moved to Paris, where he 
worked as a decorator of gilded frames for a mirror manufacturer and became a pupil in the studio of 
Auguste-Barthélémy Glaize. He painted architectural backgrounds for Glaize and made his own studies 
from the nude model. Around 1848 he went to Algeria, where he worked as a foreman. After his return 
to Paris in 1851 he practised a variety of trades to support himself, colouring lithographs, decorating 
window-shades, painting signs and making copies of paintings by Watteau for the American market. It 
was not until the late 1850s that he began to produce his own paintings, working on realistic subjects 
at night by lamplight. This circumstance inspired his interest in the chiaroscuro effects that were to 
characterize his later paintings.

After the Salon rejected his work in 1859, Ribot exhibited canvases in the studio of his friend François 
Bonvin. In 1861 the Salon finally accepted several paintings depicting cooks, all of which were 
subsequently bought by Parisian collectors. Ribot won medals at the Salons of 1864 and 1865, and his 

St Sebastian (1865; Paris, Mus. d’Orsay) was purchased by the state for 6000 francs. This and other 
paintings of comparable subjects, for example Torture by Wedges (or Torture of Alonso Cano, 1867; 
Rouen, Mus. B.-A.), showed him to be an artist dedicated to the Spanish masters of the 17th century, in 
particular Ribera. He painted religious subjects, genre scenes and still-lifes, working in a limited 
number of muted tones to produce canvases reminiscent of Rembrandt and Frans Hals.

Ribot exhibited at international exhibitions in Amsterdam (1865), Munich (1869) and Vienna (1873), 
and in local exhibitions throughout France. During the Franco-Prussian War (1870–71) his studio in the 
Parisian suburb of Argenteuil was sacked by the invading Prussians, and many of his drawings and 
paintings were destroyed. In later years he tended to concentrate on portraiture. His numerous 
portraits of his family and friends, such as that of his daughter (exh. Salon 1884; Reims, Mus. St 
Denis), were also executed in a style inspired by Rembrandt. In the late 1870s he fell ill, moved to 
Colombes and stopped painting. He was awarded the Légion d’honneur in 1878 and a special award at 
the Exposition Universelle, Paris (1878).
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