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French painter and lithographer. He grew up in Moulins, but at 16 he returned to Paris to find work. 
Despite the opposition of his working-class family, he prepared for an artistic career while he 
supported himself in municipal jobs. He started drawing classes and then enrolled in the Académie 
Suisse, where he met Cézanne and Camille Pissarro. Guillaumin began his career as an avant-garde 
artist by exhibiting with them at the Salon des Refusés in 1863. He was also active in the Manet circle 
at the Café Guerbois, from which Impressionism developed.

Guillaumin developed his landscape style painting outdoors in the environs of Paris while employed on 
the Paris–Orléans railway. He frequently painted labourers and barges along the quays of the Seine, for 
example Quai de la Rapée (1879; Paris, priv. col.). Like Pissarro he empathized with the working- 
classes, and he influenced Seurat, Signac and their Neo-Impressionist followers towards depicting 
industrial settings. Guillaumin’s painting style of the 1860s, like Cézanne’s, was inspired by the 
naturalism and materiality of Courbet’s paintings. Dense paint applied in thick strokes, sombre colours 
and heavy outlines are seen in his Sunset at Ivry (1869; Paris, Mus. d’Orsay). The works of the 
following decade, mostly landscapes, show a lightened palette and small touches of the brush. In the 
early 1870s Guillaumin worked with Pissarro at Pontoise and also with Cézanne and Dr Gachet at 
Auvers, where Daubigny also lived and worked. Guillaumin’s mature Impressionist style, combining 
pictorial structure and shimmering light, evolved from his contacts with these artists and their shared 
aesthetic premises. His extensive work in pastel also contributed to the development of the 
spontaneous brushstroke which builds form as it captures light. The Reclining Nude (1876; Paris, Mus. 
d’Orsay) and the Seine at Paris (1871; Houston, TX, Mus. F.A.) exemplify Guillaumin’s use of the 
constructive brushstroke. The artist’s expressive use of colour, which transcends nature in its vibrant 
harmonies, is also characteristic of his style in the 1870s. He contributed to all but two of the 

Impressionist exhibitions, showing in 1874, 1877, 1880, 1881, 1882 and 1886.

In the 1880s, like his Impressionist colleagues, Guillaumin experimented with new pictorial techniques 
to convey a more personal expression of mood and feeling. He used heightened colour, favouring the 
effects of early morning light or the drama of sunset skies, composing harmonies from 
complementaries of orange-red and blue-green, purple and green or mauve and yellow. The Road in the 
Valley (1885; Paris, Mus. A. Mod. Ville Paris) and Twilight at Damiette (1885; Geneva, Petit Pal.) are 
typical paintings of this period which inspired critics such as J.-K. Huysmans to call Guillaumin a 
‘furious colourist’, and Félix Fénéon to remark on his ‘super-heated skies’.

Guillaumin’s passionate response to nature impressed Vincent van Gogh who became his friend in 
Paris in 1886–7, while Theo van Gogh assisted Guillaumin with sales of his works. Guillaumin’s 
personal fortunes improved with his marriage to a professor in a prestigious school for young women. 
He expanded his travels from the Ile de France to the central regions and Provence. In 1891 he won a 
state lottery of 100,000 francs, which allowed him to retire from government service and to devote 
himself wholly to painting. His extensive travels are reflected in landscapes of France and the 
Netherlands. Such paintings as Rocks at Agay (1893; Paris, priv. col., see Serret and Fabiani, pl. 233) 
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are emblematic of rugged aspects of nature in their bold simplification and strong colour contrasts. 
They share the primitive spirit of Gauguin and his Pont Aven followers and directly prefigure the 
intensity of Fauvism. Guillaumin’s work continued to show strength and individual character, 
developing the innovations of Impressionism in a modernist spirit. In 1896 Ambroise Vollard published 
a suite of his lithographs.

Bibliography
Exposition Armand Guillaumin (exh. cat., pref. A. Alexandre; Paris, Gal. Durand-Ruel, 1924)

G. Lecomte: Guillaumin (Paris, 1926)

P. Gachet: Lettres impressionnistes au Dr Gachet et à Murer (Paris, 1957), pp. 63–78

G. Serret and D. Fabiani: Armand Guillaumin: Catalogue raisonné de l’oeuvre peint (Paris, 1971)

C. Gray: Armand Guillaumin (Chester, CT, 1972)

J. Rewald: The History of Impressionism (New York, rev. 4/1973)

Centenaire de l’impressionnisme et hommage à Guillaumin (exh. cat., Geneva, Petit Pal., 1974)

The New Painting: Impressionism, 1874–1886 (exh. cat., ed. C. Moffatt; Washington, DC, N.G.A.; 
San Francisco, F.A. Museums; 1986), pp. 128, 365, 400, 459

See also

Competition, §III, 1: Painting: Personal rivalry

External resources

Guillaumin, Armand: The Bridge of Louis-Philippe, 1875, National Gallery of Art (Washington, 
DC) <http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pinfo?Object=46347+0+none>

Guillaumin, Armand: Moret-sur-Loing, 1902, Tate (London) <http://www.tate.org.uk/servlet/  

AWork?id=5725>

Guillaumin, Armand: The Seine, c. 1867-8, Hermitage Museum (St Petersburg) <http://  

www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearch.mac/gallery? 

selLang=English&tmCond=Guillaumin%2C+Armand>

Guillaumin, Armand: The Valley of the Sedelle, 1917, Minneapolis Institute of Arts (Minneapolis, 
MN) <http://collections.artsmia.org/art/4497>

Guillaumin, Armand: Nature Morte, c. 1885, Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art, University of 
Oklahoma (Norman, OK) <http://www.ou.edu/fjjma/collections/european/  

guillaumin_naturemorte.html>

https://www.oxfordartonline.com/groveart/documentId/oao-9781884446054-e-7000018921-milestone-3000138697
http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pinfo?Object=46347+0+none
http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pinfo?Object=46347+0+none
http://www.nga.gov/cgi-bin/pinfo?Object=46347+0+none
http://www.tate.org.uk/servlet/AWork?id=5725
http://www.tate.org.uk/servlet/AWork?id=5725
http://www.tate.org.uk/servlet/AWork?id=5725
http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearch.mac/gallery?selLang=English&tmCond=Guillaumin%2C+Armand
http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearch.mac/gallery?selLang=English&tmCond=Guillaumin%2C+Armand
http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearch.mac/gallery?selLang=English&tmCond=Guillaumin%2C+Armand
http://www.hermitagemuseum.org/fcgi-bin/db2www/quickSearch.mac/gallery?selLang=English&tmCond=Guillaumin%2C+Armand
http://collections.artsmia.org/art/4497
http://collections.artsmia.org/art/4497
http://collections.artsmia.org/art/4497
http://www.ou.edu/fjjma/collections/european/guillaumin_naturemorte.html
http://www.ou.edu/fjjma/collections/european/guillaumin_naturemorte.html
http://www.ou.edu/fjjma/collections/european/guillaumin_naturemorte.html
http://www.ou.edu/fjjma/collections/european/guillaumin_naturemorte.html


Page 3 of 3

Printed from Grove Art Online. Under the terms of the licence agreement, an individual user may print out a single 
article for personal use (for details see Privacy Policy).

Subscriber: The Santa Barbara Museum of Art; date: 18 October 2021

Guillaumin, Armand: Self-Portrait, c. 1872-4, Cleveland Museum of Art (Cleveland, OH) <http://  

www.clevelandart.org/art/1980.266>

Guillaumin, Armand: Valley of the Sédelle at Pont Charraud: White Frost, c. 1903-11, Cleveland 
Museum of Art (Cleveland, OH) <http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.282>

Guillaumin, Armand: Schoolboy, Detroit Institute of Arts (Detroit, MI) <http://www.dia.org/  

the_collection/overview/viewobject.asp?objectid=47283>

Guillaumin, Armand: 48 works, Muse d'Orsay (Paris) <http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/  

index-of-works/resultat-collection.html? 

no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre& 

zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1>

Guillaumin, Armand: Arcueil Aqueduct at Sceaux Railroad Crossing, 1874, Art Institute of 
Chicago (Chicago, IL) <http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/33212>

http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1980.266
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1980.266
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1980.266
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.282
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.282
http://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.282
http://www.dia.org/the_collection/overview/viewobject.asp?objectid=47283
http://www.dia.org/the_collection/overview/viewobject.asp?objectid=47283
http://www.dia.org/the_collection/overview/viewobject.asp?objectid=47283
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/index-of-works/resultat-collection.html?no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre&zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/index-of-works/resultat-collection.html?no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre&zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/index-of-works/resultat-collection.html?no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre&zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/index-of-works/resultat-collection.html?no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre&zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1
http://www.musee-orsay.fr/en/collections/index-of-works/resultat-collection.html?no_cache=1&S=0&zsz=1&zs_r_2_z=3&zs_r_2_w=Guillaumin%2C%20Armand&zs_ah=oeuvre&zs_rf=mos_a&zs_mf=20&zs_sf=0&zs_send_x=1&zs_liste_only=1
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/33212
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/33212
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/33212

	Guillaumin, (Jean-Baptiste-)Armand
	Bibliography
	See also
	External resources



